ASCC NMS Panel
Approved Minutes

Monday, October 15, 2012





12:30 -2:00 PM

110 Denney Hall
ATTENDEES: Dinan, Hadad, Masters, Singer, Vankeerbergen, Von Frese
AGENDA: 
1. Approval of 5/15/12 Minutes 

Singer, Von Frese, unanimously approved

2. University Honors 2596H (New Course; GE Cross-Disciplinary Seminar request) 
Two concerns:
a) Difficulty to make the course truly cross-disciplinary since course will depend on which students will take the course. No guarantee that there will be different majors in the course—which is part of the goals of the GE Cross-Disciplinary Seminar category. Hence, there is no guarantee that the goals of the GE Cross-Disciplinary Seminars category will be fulfilled. 
Q: Who will the audience be? A: Course will likely appeal to social science and arts & humanities students. Science students will likely not have necessity to take this course in open option.
b) Issue of this GE category deriving from quarter-based GEC Issues of the Contemporary World. With semester conversion, the old GEC category was expanded to all time periods (not just the contemporary world). No other change in the understanding of the GE category was intended by ULAC. The proposed course is more a reflection on research / on the theory and practice of interdisciplinarity. It does not take a specific academic issue and look at it from a variety of angles. In other words, the course seems to be a study of interdisciplinary work rather than an interdisciplinary study of a specific academic topic. If approved, this course would be an outlier to the other courses currently in the GE Cross-Disciplinary Seminars category (all of which, at this point, are converted GEC Issues of the Contemporary World courses). Concern that the intention of ULAC is not met. 
Resolution: Notwithstanding the two concerns above, it is a fact that the proposed course fits the stated goals and expected learning outcomes of the GE Cross-Disciplinary Seminar category. Panel members agree that the stated language of the GE goals and expected learning outcomes is the primary criterion to review the proposed GE course. Therefore, the course fits the GE category as currently defined.
Masters, Von Frese, unanimously approved 
